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resignation of the Hohenzollern dynasty; such an act
would have been a most remarkable proof of good
faith and sufficiently dramatic to appeal to popular
emotion even in enemy countries.

Now we must remember that the high civil authorities
looked on the Emperor in this way; they thought him
an impulsive and tiresome person, very easily influenced,
and when influenced extraordinarily headstrong; but
they also believed that he had a genuine love of his
people, a genuine capacity for sacrificing himself on
their account; consequently, everything depended on
approaching him in the right way, suggesting the right
things to him, and then trusting to his own good impulses
and energetic nature for carrying the suggestions through*
They had constant and most maddening experience of
the way in which he could be " got at ** by a certain
military clique ; only a few days ago the highest official in
the Empire, the Chancellor, (Herding), and before him
the next highest, the Foreign Secretary, (von Kuhlmann),
had been ousted from their posts because they had failed
to please this clique; their successors in office were
therefore prepared to be wary and tenacious*

But they had not calculated that the military clique
would simply remove the Emperor from them and sweep
him off to safe custody in a great military Headquarters,
where civil officers had no standing and no foothold*
They had not calculated that the Emperor would yield
to such a suggestion. It was always afterwards a